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Dittmar, J. (2009, September). Ideas, 
Technology, and Economic Change: The 
Impact of the Printing Press. American 
University, Department of Economics . 
Retrieved from http://economics. yale. 
edu/sites/default/files/files/Workshops-
Seminars/EconomicHistory/dittmar-090928. 
pdf (дата обращения: 13.08. 2017).

The author's focus in this article is the 
economic impact the printing press had on 
European cites when first introduced.  The 
main concept is to determine if there is 
evidence to support the idea that cities that 
had a printing press grew faster than cities 
that did not. 

The author argues that the printing press 
generated growth for the cities who were 
early adopters.  He suggests that growth was 
linked directly to the available technology 
enhancing the educational opportunities, the 
creation of jobs, and connections to other 
industries.  

The author uses statistics from the period 
(1400s - 1800s) to analyze the growth of cities 
having a printing press and as compared to 
those that did not.  He used OLS, (not defined 
in the paper; assumed to be Ordinary Least 
Squares) difference-in-difference estimators 
which were supported by instrumental variable 
analysis.

The key points of this article are:
• The printing press brought advancements to many 
industries, including education.
• The concept of what the printing press brought to society 
and what topics were published as a result of the 
advancement (e.g., double-entry bookkeeping)
• Posited reasons  why cities did or did not grow due to the 
printing press

The article provides a solid overview of the history of the 
printing press, laying a strong foundation for the 
subsequent evidence supporting the thesis..  This article 
focuses on whether or not cities grew as a result of 
having a printing press, but the author could have spent 
some time on acknowledging that there could have been 
other reasons cities would grow or not (i.e., independent 
developments in other industries).  The details 
surrounding the research are clear, and the data is well 
presented. 

Eisenstein, E. (1970). The advent of printing 
in current historical literature: Notes and 
comments on an elusive transformation. The 
American Historical Review , 75 (3), 727-
743.

The author addresses the fact that, while it 
seems to be common knowledge that the 
printing press has a significant impact on 
learning and consequently many industries, 
that impact is not well documented. 

The author’s thesis is that there is limited 
documentation surrounding the impact of the 
printing press on society.  The article 
includes the fact that the impact is 
observable in specific historical events (e.g., 
the Reformation).

The author emphasized patterns in history 
where the printing press was used, and that its 
history was not well tracked.  She provided 
examples of fields that used the printing press 
including it in their records, which contribute to 
a history of the printing press.  She also 
included examples of work published by others 
(e.g., Marshal McLuhan) that tried to provide 
the history, but, according to her, did not 
accomplish the task.

The key points of this article are:
• There have not been any studies done on the impact of the 
printing press, the histories that are available have been a 
side effect of other studies.
• There is not much opportunity for disagreement regarding 
the printing press’ history due to the lack of work produced 
on the subject.
• The impact of the printing press is so widely known, that 
scholars do not see it as an area of study. 
• This topic is so vast that it cannot be reviewed or avoided 
by any one person, but it requires the attention of many.

Although this article was published in 1970, its content is 
still valid, as there still appears to be limited work 
published solely on the history of the impacts caused by 
the printing press.  The article provides ample data to 
support the thesis while making suggestions on how to 
correct the lack of available information.  The author 
acknowledges that scholars have tried provide the 
printing press’ history, but she did not attempt to do so 
herself.  This article only discusses the lack of 
information; it does not provide the missing history.

Roger, M. (2015). The press, paper 
shortages, and revolution in early america. 
Media History , 21 (1), 23-41. 
doi:10.1080/13688804.2014.983058

The focus of this paper is on the paper 
shortage in the early years of the printing 
press affected the development and 
application of the printing press and how the 
shortage affected sharing information using 
the printed word.

The author explores how the American 
Revolution was affected by the shortage of 
paper.  He examines how the reduction of 
information slowed the uprising due to the 
amount of printed material available to the 
citizenry.  

The article uses evidence from history to 
support the thesis by focusing on the cost of 
manufacturing paper, the absence of resources, 
and the solution(s) printers devised to obtain 
the required supplies.  The author concentrates 
on the details surrounding the paper shortage to 
support his thesis.

The key points of this article are:
• The amount of information available due to the transition 
from written word to printed word via the invention of the 
printing press.  The increase in material allowed the 
layperson to learn about religion and politics.
• The imposed restrictions on paper size due to the shortage 
of supplies and the restrictions on what was permissible to 
print.  
• The information now available to the layperson due to the 
printing press (education was no longer only for the elite).
• The role the printing press and paper had on the drive for 
independence by the American people.

This article focused primarily on the paper shortage and 
its solution.  It also mentions the revolution, but it does 
not demonstrate a strong connection between the two.  
The focus of the paper seems to be more on the paper 
shortage rather than the effect it had on the revolution.  
The author did not clearly address the type of education 
the printing press afforded the layperson regarding the 
revolution.  The data came from both the United States of 
America, and Europe providing a strong connection 
across the two locations and showing the similarities in 
the evolution of the printing and paper industries.

Rubin, J. (2014). Printing and protestants: 
An empirical test of the role of printing in 
the reformation. The Review of Economics 
and Statistics , 96 (2), 270-286.

The author studied the increased usage of 
the printing press and the impact that may 
have had on the Protestant Reformation.

The thesis of this paper is that there was a 
strong relationship between the adoption of 
the printing press and the Protestant 
Reformation.

The author uses empirical data to add to the 
existing discussion surrounding the printing 
press and the Protestant Reformation.  In his 
analysis, the author used city-specific data to 
substantiate the connect in his thesis.

The key points of this article are:
• The printing press increased the availability of  content for 
the masses, starting with primarily religious books since the 
church was one of the first to adopt printing.
• The printing press reduced the cost of books dramatically, 
allowing more information to be available for the layperson.
• The additional information allowed the sharing of 
information amongst both those who were literate and not 
literate since the text was easily read, publically and 
privately, to the illiterate. .  
• The printing press contributed significantly to  the literacy 
of the population due to the increase in the availability of 
books.

The author acknowledges that the connection he is trying 
to make is a challenge due to the age of the available 
data; however, he did well associating the two events 
(invention of the printing press and the Reformation).  It 
is clear that he found that educating the masses 
encouraged the Reformation and provided ample data to 
support his hypothesis.  The author explained his findings 
and continued to connect them to his thesis throughout 
the article.  While his focus was the Reformation, he 
included findings on literacy levels and social status 
changes.  This gave the reader an comprehensive  
overview of the impact of the printed press and its likely 
impact on the Protestant Reformation.

Smith, R. (2017). The 21st-century printing 
press. Research Technology Management, 
60(1), 57-59. 
doi:10.1080/08956308.2017.1255061

The article connects the technological 
advancements made by the printing press to 
the introduction of artificial intelligence 
(AI). It focuses on the abilities of AI and 
how it will improve the medical field.

The author states that the technological 
advances made possible by artificial 
intelligence will be at the same level than 
those made by the printing press and in as 
many fields.

The article provides detailed examples of 
medical situations where AI could improve the 
care and outcomes of the patient.  The author 
discusses how the medical staff (i.e., nurses and 
doctors) can work with AI as a team to create 
all-encompassing care.  He also discusses how 
AI can be applied in-home care.

The key points of this article are:
• The printing press changed how people learn and work in 
many industries, including medicine.
• AI will revolutionize the medical field.
• AI will be to current medical procedures what the printed 
word was to written word (by scribes).  The old technology 
will look archaic the moment the new is in place.

The title and introduction indicated that this article would 
have information about the printing press and how it 
connected to the 21st-century; however, it quickly 
became entirely about AI.  The author did not connect 
how the implementation of AI is the same as that of the 
printing press.  The author spends a great deal of time 
explaining the benefits of AI without linking it to the 
invention of the printing press and its effect in any 
industry, let alone the medical field.  The author does 
thoroughly explain AI and the benefits in the medical 
field, but the missing connection is a weakness.


