
BEGIN WITH
TEACHING PRESENCE

Developing a cohort of students who value
collaboration starts with the classroom

environment. 

These strategies can help teachers 
encourage a community of inquiry.

This work is licensed under Creative Commons 
Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-SA 4.0)

COMMUNITY OF
INQUIRY

H o w  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a

i n  s e l f - d i r e c t e d  l e a r n i n g

References

Garrison, D. R., & Arbaugh, J. B. (2007). Researching the community of inquiry framework:
Review, issues, and future directions. Internet and Higher Education, 10(3), 157–172.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.iheduc.2007.04.001

Pool, J., Reitsma, G., & van den Berg, D. (2017). Revised community of inquiry framework:
Examining learning presence in a blended mode of delivery. Online Learning, 21(3), 153-165 doi:
10.24059/olj.v%vi%i.866

Vaughan, N. D., Cleveland-Innes, M., & Garrison, D. R. (2013). Chapter 3: Facilitation.
Teaching in blended learning environments: Creating and sustaining communities of inquiry.
Athabasca University Press.

DEVELOP 
COGNITIVE 
PRESENCE

It can be difficult to encourage students to 
be cognitively engaged with their peers.

These strategies can help create an
environment where they learn to 

value each other's insights.

HELP STUDENTS BUILD
SOCIAL PRESENCE

SHARE STRATEGIES FOR 
HOW TO WORK TOGETHER

Students may not know how to coordinate,
plan and delegate as a group.

Give then some tips to get started.

EMPHASIZE THE 
LACK OF GRADES

Students often avoid groupwork because they
don't want their grade reduced to the "lowest

common denominator"

Free Learning doesn't have grades. 
This means students can take more risks.

DISCUSS WHY 
HUMANS COLLABORATE

Human history is a process of social learning
and collective understanding.

Talk about how social learning evolved and
why "two heads are better than one."

 ENABLE STUDENTS TO
DISCUSS PROJECTS

Students need the time and space to discuss
what they're working on - before, during, and

after their projects.

Facilitate spaces for student discourse.

CREATE TIME FOR 
COLLABORATIVE FLOW

Communication takes time, and working
together can be more time consuming.

Give students ample time to ramp-up 
their collaborative work and enable 

deep-dives into topics without distractions.

ENCOURAGE 
PEER-TROUBLESHOOTING

Students know the teacher has the answers,
so they're often the first person they 

turn to for help. 

Encourage students to ask each other and
establish "peer experts" for different topics.

COLLABORATION DOES NOT 
JUST MEAN "GROUP WORK"

Working on a group project is a great way to collaborate,
but there are many other ways to be part of a community

of inquiry.

Encourage students to see each other as peers: students
can help each other troubleshoot, bounce ideas around,

and seek advice from one another.

HELP STUDENTS DISCOVER
SIMILAR INTERESTS

Students will gravitate towards working with
their friends. Help them branch out by creating
opportunities to learn about shared interests.

ORGANIZE ICE-BREAKER
ACTIVITIES

Help students work with new people in an
informal setting by engaging in fun social

activities that require some teamwork.

These strategies are just the beginning

Applying the Community of Inquiry framework and developing
teaching, social and cognitive presence can help your students

see each other as peers and collaborative learners.
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SOCAILIZING IN CLASS
 IS OKAY! (REALLY?!)

SHARE PROJECTS 
WITH CLASSMATES

Celebrate the successes and failures.
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