'TWAS THE NIGHT
BEFORE THE LAST DAY
OF THE COURSE
WRITTEN BY AMBER DONAHUE

‘Twas the night before the last day of the course.
Students were elated, not filled with remorse.
Hard work had been done and minds were engaged.
Passions for learning and thinking were uncaged.

Fingers were flying, keyboards were clacking.
Assignments were done. The students weren’t slacking!
Friendships had formed and classmates were glad.
End of course toasts were soon to be had.

All of us asked: “Who am I online?”
The distinction between personal and professional was fine.
Identities and presences online were updated.
Goals and strategies to get there were rated.

Platforms like Twitter for groups, nets and sets.
Connections were made and network nodes met.
LinkedIn, Facebook and Instagram too.
Commenting on MALAT blog posts anew.

Collaborating, engaging and meeting on Zoom,
Even with the kids shrieking in the next room!
Cognitive, social and teaching presences abound;
Here will the CoI or FOLC model be found?

To Childs! To Beetham! To Dron and Anderson!
Veletsianos and Jenkins, Campbell and Boyd!
Cormier, Henry, Garrison, Bates!
The readings and writings started debates.

Speaking of debates, that was such fun!
The con-initial team aimed for a homerun.
We met, we discussed, we read, and we wrote.
Sadly we lost, so we weren’t able to gloat.

That being said, what a great group.
In my mind we won, because of our troupe.
Collaborating and learning through only a screen.
Alas, a thought about work did intervene.

Hard questions were asked, thoughts were pondered.
What’s best for kids in K-12 schools, I wondered?
How could I teach kids to be critical online?
To think, to be literate, to be able to shine!

Working with kids in digital spaces
Involves modelling, teaching and virtual graces.
Kids need teachers who know what to do
When learning online in places that are new.

After nine weeks, the course has come to a close.
Pondering the future, what questions will we pose?
So much to look forward to for MALAT 2023
What a wonderful cohort we are sure to be!

And now it is time to continue the quest.
What a wonderful experience; it was absolutely the best.
And so I exclaim, with a heart full of delight:
"Happy week off to all, and to all a good night!"

An adaptation of 'twas the night before christmas
by charles dickens

