
TIPS FOR CHOOSING
PHOTOS IN DIGITAL
LEARNING

WHAT STORY ARE YOU TELLING?

STORY  &
EMOTION

DIVERSITY

ATTRIBUTION

PHOTOS ARE VISUAL COMMUNICATION

STYLE

CROPPING &
ORIENTATION

ACCESSIBILITY

DO THE IMAGES MATCH THE
DIVERSITY OF THE LEARNERS?

ARE THE IMAGES FREE TO USE
AND ATTRIBUTED?

REFERENCES

DO THE IMAGES HAVE A
CONSISTENT STYLE?

SHOULD THE IMAGE BE CROPPED?

IS THE CONTENT ACCESSIBLE TO
ALL LEARNERS?

Start by asking yourself what story you want
to tell with your images, or what image you
wish to evoke. Stick with one theme to not
overcrowd your content and confuse the
message you are sending. 

Can your learners see themselves in the
people, the landscapes, or the activities
portrayed in the images? To make your
audience feel included in the message you are
sending, make sure there is diversity in your
images. This can may include diversity in:
gender, race, age, culture and ability. 

Many learning content creators don’t have
unlimited access to expensive photo libraries,
so look for images you can use for free. Sites
such  as  Unsplash,  Pexels, and the search tool
through Creative Commons are useful for
finding non-copyrighted images which you can
use as long as you attribute the creator (which
is not always clear with a Google search!).

Choosing the right image to express a theme or emotion is not only a form of visual
communication between the learners and the instructors (Güney, 2019, p. 106), but it is also an
important part of telling a story and making digital learning content visually-appealing and
engaging. So use the six tips above and have fun enhancing your content with useful photos!

Keep your resource harmonious by picking one
style of image. For photographs, are the
subjects looking at the camera, or is it a
journalistic, caught-in-the-act style? If using
illustrations, are they from the same artist?
Mixing photos and illustrations can be visually
confusing, so stick to one style!

Be cautious about using a mix of portrait- and
landscape-oriented images, unless you will make
use of cropping tools. Cropping an image is a
great way to make it fit into a space on your
digital resource, or to zoom in on a part of the
image you wish to highlight.

You’ve created a great resource, but now some
learners can’t access it! Address this problem
by adapting for accessibility. Avoid putting text
over images as this makes it difficult for
screen-readers to read the text. Add an alt-text
tag to your images to help users of screen-
readers or even leaners using slower internet
speeds.

Güney, Z. (2019). Visual literacy and visualization in instructional design and technology for learning environments. European Journal of
Contemporary Education, 8(1), 103-117. https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1212285.pdf 
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Student teachers, learning designers, and experienced instructors alike have all
experienced scrolling through images, trying to find exactly the right photo for
your digital learning content. Analogical photographs - not those showing a literal
depiction of an item or a structure of a thought process, such as a graph - allow
the learner to relate what they are learning to their life experiences (Sentz, 2021,
p. 377) and can add both visual interest and engagement to lessons.

PHOTO BY VLADA KARPOVICH

INFOGRAPHIC TEMPLATE ADAPTED FROM:
https://www.canva.com/templates/EAFBG9ftAyw-colorful-dream-business-idea-infographic/

PHOTOGRAPHS SOURCED FROM:
https://www.pexels.com/photo/young-lady-using-laptop-at-table-in-modern-workspace-4050320/
https://unsplash.com/photos/woman-standing-near-river-under-gray-sky-during-daytime-4mHZqgoZQu8?
utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash https://unsplash.com/photos/three-people-sitting-in-front-
of-table-laughing-together-g1Kr4Ozfoac?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://www.pexels.com/photo/group-of-people-looking-at-laptop-screen-3183129/ https://unsplash.com/photos/person-hand-holding-
photo-frame-3_Xwxya43hE https://www.pexels.com/photo/friends-sitting-on-the-couch-while-watching-5801646/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/154236228@N02/29592600237 (located through https://search.creativecommons.org/) 
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